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New Publication on Entrepreneurial Learning 
August 17, 2012 
Luke Pittaway and his co-author Prof. Richard Thorpe (University of Leeds) have had a 
new research paper published in the journal of Entrepreneurship and Regional Development.  The paper 
entitled ‘A Framework for Entrepreneurial Learning: A Tribute to Jason Cope’ focuses on the life and 
research work of Dr. Jason Cope and provides a review and summary of his contributions to theories 
about entrepreneurial learning. 
Abstract 
Cope’s theory of entrepreneurial learning is explained and the paper shows how it can be applied, to 
deepen understanding about and practice in, entrepreneurship education. The paper starts by providing 
a biography of Dr. Jason Cope. The biography explains his academic life and provides a timeline of his 
publications. The paper then explores his research on entrepreneurial learning and the contributions he 
made to the subject. This part is split into three components. In the first section Cope’s early work is 
introduced and his explanation of concepts such as: learning by doing; reflective learning; learning 
through crises; and, the role of personal exposure in entrepreneurial learning; are explained. In the 
second part Cope’s publications following his PhD are reviewed and his conceptual framework derived 
from this research is explained. Here ideas, such as, transformative learning and double loop learning 
are discussed in terms of their relevance to entrepreneurship. In the third part Cope’s complete 
entrepreneurial learning theory is explained and the key contributing concepts are described. Here the 
paper looks at the theory and how Cope applied it to undertake research and subsequently explain how 
entrepreneurs learn from failure. In the final sections of the paper the implications of his theory to 
entrepreneurship education are explored. The paper examines entrepreneurship education both for 
students and for entrepreneurs; showing that the theory has significant implications in both contexts. 
Finally, it concludes by explaining why Cope’s work has been described here as a theory of 
entrepreneurial learning. 
 
  
Enterprise and Small Business: Principles, Practice and 
Policy 
August 17, 2012 
The 3rd edition of Enterprise and Small Business: Principles, Practice and 
Policy one of the leading textbooks in entrepreneurship and small business management in the UK has 
just been published.  The new version of the book, edited by Sara Carter and Dylan Jones-
Evans, features as its first chapter work by Dr. Luke Pittaway that explains the evolution of 
entrepreneurship theory from the very first professors of economics to the present day.  The book is 
now available from Amazon (click here). 
The chapter presents and explains the development of entrepreneurship theory over time.  Although 
the subject of entrepreneurship is often considered to be relatively new the historical roots can be 
linked back to the early economic thinkers of the 18th Century and so the chapter starts by explaining 
these economic roots, exploring some of the early thinking and the different ways in which 
entrepreneurship was considered to be important.  It then introduces theory from the middle of the 
20th Century and considers psychological, sociological and behavioral issues.  Finally, the chapter 
explores contemporary theories and thinking and in this part it maps out the different forms theory has 
taken. 
 
